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Description: What are the most relevant diseases in a country? Which risk factors are the strongest 
contributors to disease and death? How is the impact of different diseases evolving over time, and 
how does it compare between countries and within subnational units? As the need for prioritizing the 
use of available resources constantly increases, a timely, sound and comprehensive answer to these 
fundamental questions is more than ever needed to inform public health decision making. Driven by 
the impact of the Global Burden of Disease study, several researchers and national and international 
health institutes have adopted the burden of disease approach to address these questions. 

 


