Syllabus

Social medicine and Medical Ethics
For Dental Medicine students, 2nd year 

1. Social medicine as a science: development, objects, social functions and methods.

2. Health and disease. Development of Health conception. Models, measuring of public health, definitions.
3. Determinants of health – groups, risk factors, model of health determinants. Unequalalities in health.
4. Groups and societal health – main indicators, factors, trends, methods for measurement.
5. Population statics - essence, health aspects. Population Size and growth. Population composition by age, gender, race, place of residence, etc. Types of age structure. Ageing. 
6. Migration – types, socio-medical aspects. Characteristics and trends of migration processes.
7. Life course processes: essence, indicators, factors and medico-social problems.
8. Fertility and Reproduction – factors and indicators for measurements. Trends in Bulgaria. International comparisons.
9. Mortality – indicators for measuring. Characteristics and trends of mortality in Bulgaria. International comparisons. 
10. Infant mortality - – indicators for measuring. Characteristics and trends of infant mortality in Bulgaria. International comparisons.

11. Life expectancy. Indicators for measuring the quality of life.
12. Incidence – indicators, sources, methods of registration. Characteristics and trends in Bulgaria and World trends of incidence.  International Code of Diseases.

13. History and development of medical ethics. Factors for the formation of contemporary medical ethics. Moral dilemmas and moral reasoning.
14. Teleological (Consequentialist) ethical theories. Utilitarianism. Deontological ethical theories. Advantages and limitations.
15. The principle of autonomy. The concept of autonomy. Informed refusal of treatment. A medical model dominated by autonomy.
16.  Informed consent. Functions and elements: disclosure of information, comprehension of information, voluntary consent, competence to consent.
17.  The principle of nonmaleficence. The concept of nonmaleficence. Malpractice and the standard of due care.
18.  Paternalism. Strong and weak paternalism. The paternalistic medical model. Standards for competence and protection of incompetent persons. Proxy decision makers.
19.  Macroallocation of resources and health policies. Models in health care. Economic and ethical dimensions.
20.  Microallocation. Access to scarce resources. Interdependence of macro and micro levels.
21.  Professional-patient relationship - Rule of veracity. Possible exceptions."Benevolent deception".
22.  Professional-patient relationship - Rule of confidentiality and respect for privacy. Justified breaches of confidentiality.
23.  Euthanasia as a moral problem. Active and passive euthanasia. Ethical guidelines and legal regulations.
24.  Ethical problems in transplantations. Donors and recipients. Ethical guidelines and legal regulations.
