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Public Health (PH) programs are provided for Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctor’s degrees. 

So far, there are no studies that systematically examine the needs, problems and models of 

Bachelor's degree in PH in Bulgaria and in Europe, as well as which of them best meet the 

priorities and challenges faced by the global PH. 

Simultaneously with the problems of the content and organization of studies, the debates 

about the realization of graduates are gaining more and more power in the society. The idea of 

each training is to provide real job opportunities and prospects corresponding to the requirements 

of the labor market and the needs of society. 

Against the background of a progressive staff shortage increase within the Bulgarian 

Healthcare System, especially now, in this global pandemic situation our society is in, with 

sufficient state, municipal and private structures, many Healthcare graduates cannot find 

realization in their field of study. The question is what the reasons for this paradox are, and so far, 

there is no research to systematically explain the low realization of Healthcare Bachelors and find 

ways to improve it. In addition, the need for health professionals will become increasingly critical 

to the proper functioning of all areas of life. 

The goal of the project is to study and analyze the training provided for in a Bachelor’s 

program for PH specialists in Bulgaria and Europe and the opportunities/barriers for their 

professional realization. 

To achieve this goal one needs: to study the organization and content of training provided 

for in a Bachelor’s program for PH specialists in the European region and compare the results with 

the existing Bulgarian standards; to establish the factors favoring or hindering the realization of 

PH specialists in our country and the normatively regulated requirements to the positions held. 

Materials and methods: The main tools of the survey are: structured survey; focus group 

discussion and semi-structured interview. Sociological and statistical methods will be used to 

process and present the results of the survey. 

Expected results: To establish: (1) the differences in training standards related to 

Bachelor's programs in PH, in Bulgaria and Europe; (2) the reasons for the lack of demand for PH 

specialists in a large part of the institutions for protection of public health in Bulgaria; (3) 

opportunities for overcoming the shortcomings in the training and realization of personnel in the 

Healthcare Sector. 
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