
Examination Synopsis  

English Speaking Dental Students - 2nd Year, 4th Semester 

 

SOCIAL MEDICINE  

 
1. Social Medicine – as a scientific discipline: subject, fields and methods of study; 

development and significance.  

2. Health and disease as fundamental categories in medicine. Models, dimensions and 

definitions of health. 

3. Determinants of health and disease. Main groups and impact. Social determinants of 

health. Inequalities in health.  

4. Medical demography – essence, terminology and indicators. Measuring population 

change. Sources of demographic data. Demographic transition.  

5. Population size and growth. World trends and projections. Population distribution by 

major characteristics – health aspects and application. Types of age/gender population 

composition. Population pyramids. 

6. Population ageing – measurement, impacts and trends. International comparison. 

7. Migration. Types and modern trends of migration flows. Health impacts of migration.  

8. Natural flow of the population. Fertility and reproduction –. Measurement, characteristics, 

trends and medico-social aspects. Birth registration.  

9. Mortality - measurement, characteristic, trends and medico-social aspects. Death 

registration, death certificate.  

10. Infant and maternal mortality - measurement, characteristic, trends and medico-social 

aspects. International comparison. 

11. Life expectancy at birth. Indicators, data and trends. International comparisons. Quality of 

life indicators. 
 

 

                                       MEDICAL ETHICS 
 

12. Contemporary developments in clinical, research and health care ethics.  

13. Moral dilemmas and moral reasoning. Moral and non-moral action guides.  

14. Teleological ethical theories. Utilitarianism. Situational ethics. Advantages and 

limitations.  

15. Deontological theories. Kant’s “Categorical imperative”. Advantages and limitations.  

16. The concept of “rights”. Human rights in medical context. Positive and negative rights. 

Patient’s rights.  

17. The concept of “autonomy” and the principle of “autonomy” in medical context. 

Autonomy and paternalism. Informed consent and informed refusal of treatment.  

18. The concept of “harm”. Non-maleficience as an ethical principle guiding medical practice. 

Commissions and omissions. Malpractice. Standards of “due-care”. 

19. The principle of beneficence. Utility as balance of costs, risks and benefits. Proxy 

decision-making.  

20. Physician-patient relationship – the rule of veracity and withholding medical information 

from the patient. Arguments and recommended practices.  

21. Physician-patient relationship. Confidentiality and privacy. Justified exceptions from 

confidentiality and fuzzy areas.  

22. Decisions about death. Active and passive euthanasia. Arguments about justifications. 

Ethical norms and legal practices. The right to palliative care. 



23. The principle of justice. Concepts and criteria. Comparative justice and the access to 

health care. Models in health care. Ethical problems in allocation of scarce resources in 

the health care system on macro-and micro level.  

24. Moral choices in human reproduction. In vitro fertilization. Surrogate motherhood. Ethical 

and legal aspects.  

25. Ethical issues in transplantation medicine. 

 


