
Dear UK students, 
 
We are writing to you with some important information about the actions you need to take in 
order to meet the immigration requirements of the Bulgarian authorities and ensure that your 
rights are protected.   
Read more about studying in the EU after 1 January 2021.  

 
UK students who began their studies in Bulgaria before 31 December 2020 
If you were already enrolled in a Bulgarian university and were resident in Bulgaria before 
31 December 2020, you are protected by the Withdrawal Agreement. You do not require a 
visa to continue your studies and are not subject to any time limits to your stay in Bulgaria.  

You should be registered as a resident in Bulgaria with your local Migration office in order 
to preserve your status and rights.  
Find out more about how to register. 

 

UK students who began their studies in Bulgaria after 31 December 2020 
If you are enrolling in a Bulgarian university in 2021 for the first time, you will be subject to 
Bulgaria’s rules for third country national students.  

Before you travel to Bulgaria to study, you must obtain a visa type D from the Bulgarian 
Embassy in London. When you arrive in Bulgaria, you must register as a resident at your 
local Migration office. You will need to show your visa in order to register as a resident.  
Once you are registered as a resident, you will not be subject to the Schengen rule of 90 
out of 180 days of permitted stay in Bulgaria and will be enter and exit the country without 
restrictions.  

Find out more about how to apply for a Bulgarian visa.  
Find out more about registering for residency as a third country national. 

 

Covid restrictions 
From 19 July 2021, Bulgaria categorised the UK as a Covid-19 ‘red zone’ country. However, 
as a UK student, you may still enter Bulgaria if you hold a visa type D or a valid residence 
permit, as well as the required Covid-19 documentation.  

Find out more about Bulgarian entry requirements.  
 

Stay up to date 
Make sure you don’t miss any important updates by signing up to alerts for the Living in 
Bulgaria Guide and following the British Embassy on Facebook. 
 

Wishing you a successful academic year! 

 

British Embassy Sofia 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/study-in-the-european-union
https://www.mvr.bg/en/about-the-ministry/brexit/information-about-brexit
http://bulgarianembassy-london.org/consular-services/visas/
https://www.mvr.bg/migration/en/administrative-services/administrative-servces/issue-of-residence-permits-to-third-country-nationals
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fforeign-travel-advice%2Fbulgaria%2Fentry-requirements&data=04%7C01%7CNadejda.Gantcheva%40fco.gov.uk%7Cc981044eb1104e3e020f08d976ac01eb%7Cd3a2d0d37cc84f52bbf985bd43d94279%7C0%7C0%7C637671303404562861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m98ZRvujg5pk9Qyo9s8v4SQmOSwcS3mpfQahPJQt270%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-bulgaria
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-bulgaria
https://www.facebook.com/UKinBulgaria/

