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electrolytic dissociation - a process when the individual components of a 

substance placed into a solvent dissociate due to the thermodynamic interactions 

between solvent and solute molecules. For example, when table salt, NaCl, is 

placed in water, the salt (a solid) dissolves into its component ions, according to 

a dissociation reaction.  

NaCl    Na+   +   Cl– 

Electrolytes break up into cations (positively charged ions) and anions (negatively 

charged ions). Strong electrolytes ionize completely (100%), while weak 

electrolytes ionize only partially (usually in order of 1–10%).  

Strong electrolyte:  NaOH    Na+   +   OH– 

Weak electrolyte: NH4OH      NH4
+   +   OH– 
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The esterification reaction is slow and reversible process between 

alcohols and oxygen containing acids. The products � the reaction 

are called esters. Chemical conditions include heat and catalyst – 

usually H+ from concentrated sulphuric acid. The equation for the 

reaction between an acid RCOOH and an alcohol R″OH (where R and 

R″ can be the same or di�erent) is:

For example, if you were making ethyl ethanoate from ethanoic acid 

and ethanol , the equation would be:
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